Why Certified Green?

OVERVIEW OF CURRENT SITUATION

® "“Green & safer” claims and products have been around for approximately 10 years.
e Until recently, not grown in significant use.
o Why?

NOT GROWN FOR VARIOUS REASONS:

® Poor product performance e Complacency and resistance to change

® Price premium e Lack of understanding by cleaning professionals

e Unclear standards/Lack of consistent standards e |ack of acceptance by the major manufacturers of
e Unproven Claims/Mis-information/False Claims cleaning chemicals

Things have changed over the past 10 years, and over the past year there has been tremendous growth in "Proven Green”
cleaning chemicals. The more significant reasons are that "Proven Green” products now perform as well or better than
traditional products; there is no longer a price premium; and there are some very large users that have been using "Proven
Green" cleaning chemicals for years which provide testimonial proof that the products work cost competitively. This provides
end-users with independent and objective verification of "Green” claims.

This trend promises to continue gaining momentum exponentially as public awareness, and health and safety concerns escalate.

Significant development: One standard in Canada (Environmental Choice program) and one standard in the US (Green Seal)
was adapted by several large organizations, making it easy for purchasers to know exactly what constitutes a "Green" product.

RECENTLY; GREATER ACTIVITY:

SCHOOLS CITIES/STATES COMPANIES HEALTHCARE

MeGill University Brampton Ontario Hydro/ Multiple Hospitals

Acadia University British Columbia Building Corp. Ontario Power Generation Multiple Nursing Homes
Laval University Sarasota County CN Headquarters & Rail Station NIH [National Institute
Vanier College Chicago Black & Decker of Health)

Various School Boards Massachusetts Johnson & Johnson Health Care Without Harm

Healthy Schools Campaign Vermont Ford Motor Company
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THE PROBLEM...

There are a lot of false, misleading claims being made by many manufacturers. Others do not provide the necessary information
to do a thorough analysis of "how green” the products truly are. Others make claims that are unsupported by objective,
3rd party verification. This "eco-babble” often takes the form of non-scientific and non-verifiable claims.

¢ misleading by using terms such as the following:

- safe..no product is 100% safe (water can kill)

- 100% biodegradable..but not giving the test, For example, does it biodegrade in 10 days or 10 years?

- implying that since the ingredients come from plant extracts they are safe..bear in mind that nicotine comes
from tobacco and cocaine also comes from also a natural plant. Furthermore, turpines such as pine oil and
d'limonene are natural but are not considered rapid biodegradable.

- non-toxic to aquatic fife..but not specifically advising if tested against algae, invertebrea, vertibrea and
minnows or against whales

® misleading in their claims..."Does Not Contain”,
There are over 100,000 ingredients in the
marketplace. Any one company can pick
ingredients that their product does not contain.

® misleading in their claims..."Contains”,
Similar to the point above. This information
is relevant only if it lists ALL ingredients.

® They list no ingredients in Section 2
of their MSDS.
By not disclosing all ingredients, like Enviro-Solutions does, the products may in fact have ingredients that are hazardous but
are less than 1% of the sclution or have cancer causing ingredients but being less than 0.1% of the solution, or have
ingredients that are hazardous to the environment but not on the list of ingredients that determine if you must report if
greater than 1% (such as phosphates). The only way you can be sure is to force the manufacturer to divulge all ingredients
and then review cach for human and environmental impact.

THE SOLUTION...

Use only products "Certified Green" by a leading
certification body, such as Environment Canada's
“Environmental Choice Program” or the US "Green

Seal Program” where the criteria exist. Where there is
P no set criteria, make manufacturers prove their claims.
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That is the easiest, simplest, and safest way for
users to be sure that they are in fact using products
PROVEN to be safer, Unless you have the time,
chemistry background and receive all necessary info
and 3rd party verification from the manufacturer,
you are at the mercy of misleading and false claims,
and can be held negligent.
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Enviro-Solutions ... Good Clean Products







